Project Title in the Header


Instructions 2014-15
The following outline should be followed for final proposals.  Reviewers will not be provided with your pre-proposal information. You should incorporate your pre-proposal material into your final proposal submission, fitting it to the outline below and providing more detail and substance. 

Final proposals are not to exceed five pages, not including references and resumes/CVs. Please format with 1-inch margins, Times New Roman or Arial font (11 or 12 point), or similar. Proposals not addressing each item below will be deemed noncompliant. You may use this Word Document as your template, replacing the text with your proposal material. Submit the proposal in PDF format with the project title included in the header of each page and page numbers in the footer.  

Project Title

1. Problem Statement

What is the problem that the research will address?

2. Significance of the Problem

Provide an overview of the significance of the need or problem you intend to address. Why is it important? Who should care? 
3. Proposed Approach

3.1. Innovation:  Describe your research approach to addressing the problem and emphasize what is unique and novel about it.  Discuss prior work in this field and why your work is different: what novel concepts, approaches, methodologies, tools, or technologies will be applied to the problem? 

3.2.  Integrated and Comprehensive Analysis:  Discuss evidence of one or more of the following in your research:  multidisciplinary in approach; encompasses an integrated systems perspective; is applicable at local, domestic, and international scales; and/or can lead to significant impacts on energy sector transformation.   

3.3. Key Tasks:  Describe your research plan, including a timeline with milestones.  Identify the key tasks required to address the problem that you have described.  
Note that the period of performance is estimated to be 11 months, with November 2014 through July 2015 focused on the main body of work, and August and September 2015 focused on preparing and submitting a manuscript for peer-reviewed publication (the period of performance will depend on when contracting is finalized; final deliverables are due and funding expires September 2015 regardless of start date).

4. Project Team
Provide a brief outline of the roles of principal investigators (PI) and key personnel. Explain how the proposed research builds off of the current research, expertise, prior work, intellectual property, and innovations of the proposed research team. This should be a brief narrative—a Gannt chart is required as an attachment.
Note: Changes in PIs or key personnel cannot be made after a proposal is submitted without the approval of the JISEA. Teams must include one NREL PI, and at least one other PI from among the JISEA’s founding academic institutions: Colorado School of Mines (CSM), Colorado State University (CSU), Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Stanford University, and University of Colorado (CU) at Boulder. Teams may include members from non-founding institutions only if the work that they contribute is supported through in-kind contribution; that is, the support that they provide must be a cost-sharing contribution or have an alternate funding source. Subcontracts to outside entities are not permitted under the IRAAP Awards. 
5. Impact

Describe the potential economic, social, and environmental impact of the research project and resulting dissemination.  Consider the following questions when evaluating impact:

· Will the results provide transparent, credible, and objective insights to key decision-makers for the problem being addressed?

· Will the results have the potential for significant market transformation? 

· Will the results be seminal in enabling other JISEA research that will provide decision support?

· Why should JISEA funds be applied to this project instead of funding from some other source?
6. Dissemination

6.1. Describe where, when, and how you expect the results will be published and disseminated (peer-reviewed journals, conferences, etc.)  
6.2. Identify key decision makers and stakeholders who would most benefit from the results of this research and how you will deliver the information to them.  

Attachments (not part of the 5 page limit).  
Please include the following as part of the final proposal PDF or as separate PDF attachments; include the project title in the header of each page:
· Gantt chart showing key tasks and responsibilities, by institution
· Bibliographic references in PDF format.
· Resumes/CVs of principle investigators and key personnel in PDF format.  Maximum length two pages each.  Additional pages will be deleted.  

Please submit the following as a separate document:

· Preliminary budget form in Excel format (available at http://www.jisea.org/research_award_program_application.cfm).  This is a preliminary budget and must be finalized by each partner’s financial affairs or contracting office if your proposal is selected for award. You may submit individual budgets from each partner for aggregation by JISEA, but the total JISEA-funded award may not exceed $50,000, of which $7,000 is reserved by JISEA for publication related expenses. See notes on budget form.
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